
 

Our Church:
Congregational Churches are sometimes known 
as the “Church of the Pilgrims” after the small 
congregations of the early 1600's. The people of 
these congregations moved from England to the 
new world in pursuit of religious freedom.  Our 
congregation takes pride in the heritage of both 
our local church and it’s Congregational/Pilgrim  
roots. First Congregational Church of Waseca, 
Minnesota was originally chartered in 1868 (153 
years ago), on the western frontier with our first 
pastor being Rev Edwin Alden (of Little House of 
the Prairie fame). We have always been a 
congregational church and are affiliated with the 
National Association of Congregational Christian 
Churches (NACCC).

Our congregation members come from diverse 
backgrounds of faith. Members join the Church by 
agreeing to the Church Covenant, rather than assenting 
to a prescribed set of doctrines. We believe in the 
freedom and responsibility of the individual soul, and 
the right of personal discernment. 
 
NACCC churches are in fellowship with other sister 
churches to form regional (MN Fellowship) and 
national/international associations. These are not 
governing bodies, but a forum for discussion, sharing 
information, and faithful support. We hold to the 
autonomy of the local congregation and i ts 
independence of all ecclesiastical control. Yet we 
cherish the fellowship of other Christian churches within 
our community and with other members of our state 
association and the NACCC.

Our current building was built in 1954, and we feel it is still 
a very functional facility, of which members take pride in 
maintaining. Our sanctuary has a capacity of about 300 
and we have a large fellowship hall which seats about 150. 
We no longer own a parsonage, with the structure being 
sold about 15 years ago. We have 4 classrooms, a 
nursery, a large fireside room, and adequate garden, patio, 
and green space for outdoor receptions and gatherings. 
We have continually updated the facilities to provide for 
modern amenities in our kitchen, audio visual equipment, 
and with other general comforts and needs.

 



 

We have developed a number of events to reach 
out into the greater Waseca community. Our 
biggest and longest running event has been the 
Ladies Friendly Salad Luncheon. Each year this 
attracts more than 250 people form across the 
county who come to enjoy great food during this 
Spring kickoff event. We also host a number of 
other fellowship events through which we strive to 
reach out to our neighbors - Picnics in the Park, 
Family Funday, Thanksgiving Talent Show & 
Dinner,  Live Nativity, and the Disney Dress Up 
Dinner.   

One of our greatest joys involves engaging our 
youth in meaningful and spiritually significant 
ways. They usually get involved in volunteering 
with our various outreach events during the year 
but we also provide confirmation courses and 
their own ministry opportunities both locally and 
nationally. In 2019 we sent 15 people on our 
annual Summer mission trip. Over the past couple 
years our youth have begun participating in our 
worship services by helping to lead the music with 
they vocal and instrumental talents. Another way 
our youth serve is by leading various aspects of 
our children ministry from organizing the Annual 
Christmas Program, teaching First Steps/SS, and 
volunteering as leaders at VBS.

We are proud of our First Steps of Faith class for our 
children as we seek to equip them to take greater 
steps of faith. Each summer we partner with Christ 
the King Church to provide VBS to those living in our 
local neighborhood.  

Our Ladies Friendly group meets monthly and 
par t ic ipate in organ iz ing var ious min is t ry 
opportunities. One of the significant ways they bless 
the congregation is through making quilts to be given 
to the graduates each Spring in a Quilt Blessing 
ceremony. 

We have regular Bible studies which meet during the week. And we participate in supporting the local 
food shelf with special food drives throughout the year, providing Christmas gifts, and through back to 
school giveaways. We also partner with Grace Church to send home goods, general supplies, and 
Christmas gifts to help out the residents of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. In addition 
to these ministries we also are committed partners in the Greater Waseca Area Ministerial.
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Live Nativity 

First Congregational Church Waseca  
503 Second Ave NE, Waseca     507-835-4548

Sunday Before Christmas 
December 20th   5-7pm 

Gov. Quirinius will be 
collecting food tax 

donations for the Waseca 
Area Food Shelf!



 

Our Community:
Waseca is a town of just over 9,000 people, located in the heart of South 
Central Minnesota farm country about 70 miles straight south of 
Minneapolis/St Paul and about 55 miles straight West of Rochester and the 
Mayo Clinic. We are very proud of our excellent school system 
academically, musically, and it is very competitive athletically as well. 
Waseca is the county seat for Waseca County, providing many shopping, 
outdoor, and recreational opportunities being that we are surrounded by 
lakes and beautiful city parks. 

We are not a highly ethnically diverse community, mostly of Scandinavian, 
German, and Irish heritage (90% white), with a small community of Latinos 
and other ethnic backgrounds. We do have a wide variety of Christian 
churches in the community, ranging from Evangelical Free and Assembly of 
God, to Lutheran (naturally it is Minnesota), Methodist, Covenant and Catholic 
churches with a total of about 22 active congregations in the area. The local 
ministerial is fairly active and provides monthly soup luncheons and special 
holiday dinners on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Resurrection Sunday to 
provide for the needs in our community to provide gatherings for fellowship.

Recreationally, Waseca tends to be an “outdoors” driven 
community. In the summer, a couple of our favorite spots 
are our own local water park, camping grounds and Clear 
Lake. Clear Lake is always busy with water skiers, fishing 
boats, and plenty of people biking, jogging, and walking 
along its 5 mile path. In the winter it is covered with ice 
fishing houses. There are numerous bicycling trails and 
State Parks within a 15 minute drive. Additionally, we have 
an 18 hole golf course in town and numerous other quality 
courses within the surrounding communities. We host the 
County Fair right in town every summer and it is a great 

place to reconnect with family and friends. Waseca County is great for birding as it along migratory routs 
and is also considered a hot bed for waterfowl hunters during the appropriate seasons. And there is no 
shortage of winter activities like ice fishing, cross country skiing and snowmobiling to name a few. Our 
annual two week Sleigh and Cutter Celebration is a huge hit each winter and draws a number of folks 
from all over southern Minnesota. But one of the greatest community events is the Marching Classic each 
spring that brings in marching bands from all over Minnesota to compete as they put their shows on 
display in the football stadium after an afternoon of parades down main street! 

 



 

Waseca is ranked #8 as 
one of the least expensive 
yet great places to live in 
Minnesota. 

Waseca offers low crime rates, good schools, many amenities, and a cost of 
living that's 12.3% less than the MN average: http://www.onlyinyourstate.com

Waseca is ranked #7 as the safest and most peaceful place to live in 
Minnesota (Source: Onlyinyourstate)

Waseca is ranked #15 as the best town to raise a family in Minnesota 
(Source: Niche)

Waseca County is ranked #13 healthiest counties in Minnesota (Source: 
County Health Rankings)

Waseca offers a great many activities and opportunities for families to enjoy 
the outdoors and appreciate their neighbors and community                       
https://discoverwaseca.com/visitors/what-to-do/

CANDIDATE’S APPLICATIONS 
Candidate’s applications will only be considered for this position if submitted through 
our consultants at:   www.p3.church  If you have any questions inquires can be sent 
to:  firstcongowasecap3@gmail.com 
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